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Reflections from the Pastor: 

 “What’s In It For Me” 
…But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave; just as 
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”   

(Matthew 20:25-28) 
 

We are all interested in a good value, right?  If we are going to put out money, we expect to get 
something of value back in return.  This is the way of the world.  This is what we expect.  Why would I 
make a commitment or an investment to anything if there was nothing in it for me?  And many of us apply 
this logic to our relationship with the church as well.  We expect to get something out of it.  We want what 
we want!  We want to be fulfilled; we want worship to be the way we like it; we want to sing the hymns we 
know and like; we want…. (fill in the blank)!  And if we don’t get what we want then we begin to question 
the commitment and the relationship.  Why should I continue to give, to attend, to participate if I am not 
getting what I want out of it? It sounds logical. 

This seems to be the reasoning that the Zebedee mother of James and John was applying when she 
approaches Jesus in Matthew 20.  What are my boys going to get out of all this self-denial and risk and 
work, she appears to be asking.  “So Jesus,” she said, “when you finally achieve your goal, would you make 
my boys your number #2 and number #3 – you know, in the new Kingdom!”  It sounds logical.  After all 
these disciples had made some serious commitments and had given up a lot.  The Zebedee boys had also 
burdened their families by leaving the family business to their aging father.  So this “adventure” of theirs 
was costing the whole family quite a lot.  It makes sense that if they are going to make that kind of 
commitment then they should get something back in return. It is only fair! 

When the other disciples find out about Mother Zebedee’s request they are not pleased.  Of course 
not.  For some of them had their own sights set on those number #2 and #3 jobs in the new Kingdom.  
What nerve! No wonder the text tells us that the other disciples were really put out with James and John.  
But Jesus has a different reaction.  Jesus tells all of them that what they can expect to get out of their 
commitment and their dedication and their work is even more servanthood.  For ultimately that is what it 
is to be a follower of Jesus, the Christ – to serve others, and to be a slave of the Kingdom!  

I wonder how the disciples reacted.  Stunned silence, perhaps!  I can imagine some of them at least 
shaking their heads wondering, what in the world have we gotten ourselves into. “We were expecting that 
we would ultimately receive a reward, an important position, power and glory!  But all Jesus is promising 
is servanthood!” And for Jesus this calling to servanthood and service is a great opportunity and a gift!  
Look, says Jesus, It is not about YOU!  It is not about what YOU want! It is not about what YOU get!  It is 
about what you have the opportunity to give! 

Most of us don’t think like that. Most of us are good and gracious people and while we don’t 
begrudge others opportunities or the things that they have, nevertheless if we are honest with ourselves 
we have to admit that we want a piece of all that too!  We want something in return!  And many of us can 
be very zealous and jealous about guarding what we have.  We will think nothing of spending say $50 to a 
couple hundred dollars on an evening out or a sports event or concert or something that we like and gives 
us momentary pleasure.  But then we can turn around and put some small amount in our church offering, 



and pat ourselves on the back for being generous.  As if the money we are giving to the work of the church 
is an admission or payment for what we think it is worth to us; as if the money we give to the work of the 
church is reflective of what we think we are getting out of it.  Here is the point: Our offering to the work 
of the church has nothing to do with generosity.  Jesus is not asking you to be generous.  Jesus is 
asking you to be a responsible steward; to give of yourselves out of a sense of commitment and 
servanthood!   

So what does that look like to you?  What has God given to you?  What gifts has God bestowed on 
you – in terms of financial resources, time or talents and abilities.  What ministry ideas does this 
community need you to help organize, lead or support financially?  This is what it means to be a servant – 
a slave of the Kingdom of God.  And that is what this stewardship focus is all about.  Stewardship is not 
about fund raising, or asking for generosity.  Christian stewardship calls us all to look honestly and 
critically at our own Christian servanthood, and to ask the question - To what kind of service is God 
calling me?  How am I to use the gifts – time talent and financial resources that God has given to me? 

So, what is in it for me?  What do we get out of it?  In closing this meditation, I invite you to read 
through John 13:1-20.  In this passage at the Last Supper, Jesus washes the feet of all of his disciples.  
Peter objects, this is not the work of the master!  Only servants, only slaves should be washing feet!  
“Exactly,” says Jesus!  This is what God has given to us.  A Lord and Savior who loves us so much that he 
willingly takes on complete and total servanthood FOR YOU; who gives of his body and blood FOR YOU; 
who dies FOR YOU; who rises again on the 3rd day FOR YOU; whose love and grace is showered freely 
upon YOU; who has abundantly given YOU freely of gifts beyond description!  This same Lord who then 
calls you to be good and responsible stewards of these gifts and who offers you the ultimate gift of grace – 
the opportunity to be servants and slaves of the Kingdom of God! 

 
Thanks to all who participated and assisted in any way with the two Parish reformation services. 

Worship for Peace in November & December 

At worship on the weekend of November 4/5 we will celebrated the Feast of All Saints. 
Holy Communion will be celebrated at both and this service will also include our 

Remembrance of the Faithful Departed.  

November 12/13 will be Commitment Weekend when we will have the opportunity to make our 
commitment to the support of the ministry of our church.  Service of the Word will be our liturgy at the 
Saturday service and Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday.   

November 25/26 – We will celebrate Christ the King and the last weekend in the church year.  Holy 
Communion will be celebrated at both services. 

Thanksgiving Eve – November 22 – The Wartburg Parish will hold its traditional 
Thanksgiving Eve service at St. Peter, Wine Hill beginning at 7:00.  Holy Communion will be 
celebrated and the joint Parish choir will sing during the service. 

+++ 

We begin Advent at services the weekend of December 2/3 and this will continue through the 
following 4 weekends.  Holy Communion will be celebrated at all services during the season of 
Advent. 
 

Following worship on Sunday morning on Advent I – December 3 we will decorate the 
Sanctuary for Christmas.  Please plan to stay and join us for this. 



                                       Wartburg Parish Advent Services 

                                            Tidings of Comfort and Joy 

This year during the season of Advent the Wartburg Parish will offer a series of Advent 
services on Wednesday evenings at 7:00.  This year our Advent services will focus on the 
promises given by God through the events of Jesus’ birth.  

Advent Midweek #1 – Wednesday, November 29 at St. John’s, Bremen 
 Tidings of Comfort & Joy - #1 – Zechariah - Fear  
 
Advent Midweek #2 – Wednesday, December 6 at St. John’s, Post Oak 
 Tidings of Comfort & Joy - #2 – Joseph – Confusion 
 
Advent Midweek #3 – Wednesday, December 13 at Peace, Chester 
 Tidings of Comfort & Joy - #3 – Mary – Doubt 
 
Advent Midweek #4 – Wednesday, December 20 at Peace, Steeleville 
 Tidings of Comfort & Joy - #4 – Angels – Curiosity  

 

A time of refreshments and fellowship will follow each service. 

 
 

Christmas Chorale on Sunday December 17 at 6:00 
                     Adult Choir and Children of the Wednesday All Stars 
You are invited to join us for a special service of Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 
17th at 6:00pm.  The traditional format of this service includes readings of the Christmas 
story interspersed with anthems and Christmas Carols.  It is a wonderful way to celebrate 
the Christmas season.  Please join us! 
 

Christmas Worship Schedule: 
Saturday/Sunday (12/23-24) – Advent #4 Service-Saturday at 6pm and Sunday at 9am. 

Sunday school to follow on Sunday at 10:15am.  Last chance to practice for the program. 
Christmas Eve – 12/24 at 6:30 – A Service Celebrating the Birth of Our Savior.  The 

service will include the Children’s Christmas Program and Holy Communion will be 
celebrated. 

Christmas Eve Midnight Service of Carols and Communion – 11:00 PM 
 Christmas Morning – Monday, December 25 - Celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord – 9:00 AM 
 

This year New Year’s Eve falls on Sunday so we will worship and mark the turning of the 
year at our 6:00PM Saturday Evening service and our 9:00 AM Sunday morning Service.  
Holy Communion will be celebrated at both services. 
 

Below are the contributions for the month of August.  
 (thru October 22nd) 

                   $4,999.47 is needed weekly to meet our budget   
     

Date             Weekly Offering          Received Year         Needed Year         Difference Year 
      To Date   To Date    To Date 

30 & 1             $6,800.75                $180,018.59           $194,979.33            -  $14,960.74 
7 & 8               $4,517.95                $184,536.54           $199.978.80            -  $15,442.26 
14 & 15           $4,033.50                      $188,570.04           $204,978.27            -  $16,408.23
21 & 22 $2,939.65                $191,509.69           $209,977.74       -  $18,468.05                 



COOKIES AND DESSERTS ARE 
NEEDED for the fellowship time 
following the Christmas Chorale 

(Dec 17).  Please leave your donations in 
the kitchen marked “Chorale”. Thank 
you very much!! 
 

Decorate the sanctuary for 
Christmas –buy a poinsettia plant in 
honor of or in memory of someone, or 
you may just make a donation. You 
may take it home after the 9:00 am 
service on Christmas morning. The 

cost is $15.00. Envelopes are available in the 
Narthex and the church office.  Deadline to 
order is December 18th. 
 

FLOWER CHART 
The 2018 Flower Calendar will be put  
up the first weekend of December on  
the bulletin board nearest the piano 

in the basement. You let me know how you want 
the dedication to read, donate $30.00 to the 
church, and we will take care of the rest. 
Remember someone or something special or just 
share the joy of your life in Christ by supplying 
flowers for our chancel. Sign up soon!!! 
 

Bible Study –  
The Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
will be on break until after the first of 
the year.  Looking forward to a study 

of 1 Peter.  More information will be forthcoming. 
 

FOOD DRIVE 
November 18th is the annual Boy 
Scout Food Drive.  We need as much 
help as possible.  This is always of a 

fun day to be at church.  We begin receiving food 
about 9:30am, so we ask for people to be at church 
about 9am.  Usually, if we get enough help, we are 
done by 12:30-1:00. This is a great way to help serve 
the community.  If you have any questions please 
give Julie Posth a call.  Thank You. 

 
WEDDING: 

Dustin Wathen and Kayla Fuhrhop 
were wed on October 7, 2017 on their 

farm.  They will reside at 4369 Fricke Branch Lane, 
Chester, IL  62233. 

WELCA  NEWS 
   
Wartburg Parish Women of the 
ELCA will meet on Thursday, Nov. 
2, 2017 at 7:00 pm at Peace, 

Steeleville.  Devotions will be led by Pastor Deb 
Rathert.  Hostess is Jan Eyer.  The service project 
is Care Kits for Homeless Veterans.  We will be 
taking up a Thankoffering at this meeting.  We are 
also making plans for our Epiphany Party which 
will be held Thursday, Jan. 4, 2018. 

The Winter Coat Drive has begun.  
There is a box for gently used but 
clean coats in the hallway by the 
downstairs entrance.  All sizes are 
needed, especially small children’s 
and extra large adults sizes.  Kenny 

and Dot Bockhorn will continue until December 
12th to give coats out.   

Peace Choir 

      The Adult choir is singing once a 
month at the moment.  Pastor Duncan 
is temporarily directing the choir. The 

Choir will begin preparing for the Parish 
Thanksgiving service and for our annual 
Christmas Chorale, which this year will take the 
form of a service of Lessons and Carols.  The 
program will take place Sunday evening, 
December 17 at 6:00.   
      The choir will also sing for Christmas Eve – 
December 24 at the late – 11:00 PM service. 
If you would like to sing with us please join us.     
      All who would like to sing are welcome.  We 
will rehearse on Wednesdays, November 8 and 
15 at 7:15 and on Thursdays, December 7 and 
14 at 7:00.  Please join us! 
 
Wartburg Parish Choir 
      A combined choir of the Wartburg Parish will 
sing for our Thanksgiving service on November 
22nd.  The choir will meet to rehearse for the 
Thanksgiving an hour before the 7:00 service on 
the 22nd.  Please join us. 
 

Morning Prayer continues every 
Wednesday morning at 9:00 AM 

in the chapel. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?num=10&hl=en&biw=800&bih=378&tbm=isch&tbnid=j_x-SAHANf_EiM:&imgrefurl=http://www.oregonlive.com/kiddo/index.ssf/2009/04/gap_recalls_childrens_coats_be.html&docid=16Mhw5fgsSfRpM&imgurl=http://blog.oregonlive.com/kiddo_impact/2009/04/coats.jpg&w=252&h=305&ei=wPuHUJHAA6rvygGo74DQDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=201&vpy=-1&dur=766&hovh=244&hovw=201&tx=108&ty=172&sig=109264132955687629760&page=7&tbnh=124&tbnw=116&start=84&ndsp=14&ved=1t:429,r:10,s:84,i:458


 
Angel Tree Update: 
Angel Tree is here!   

x Registration for angels: Oct. 1 
– Nov. 15. 

x Trees will be up at church and 
community sites the first week of 
November. 

x Gifts are due back the weekend of  
Dec. 1 – 3 

x Wrap/Pick-up day Thursday, Dec. 7 
 

Items Needed: 
  Boys & Girls Shirts – 5T – 18/20 
  Boy’s jeans – 8, 10, 12 
  Girl’s jeans/yoga pants – 7, 8, 10, 12 
  Wrapping paper 
 

Volunteers Needed: 
      Put together bikes – anytime now – Dec. 6 
      Help fill gift bags – days/time vary – November 
      Shop for gifts – days/time vary 
     Community tree site coordinator – Nov. 1 – Dec.3 
      Food Coordinator for wrap day Dec. 7 
      Cookies for wrap day Dec. 7 
      Carry gifts from parsonage to church – 1st wk of   
                    Dec. 
      Set tables up, etc. for wrap day – Dec. 6 
      Wrap day volunteers:  Dec. 7 
      Wrapping – 8 -12 mainly 
       Kitchen 
      Carry gifts 8 – 12 mainly 
        We will need a few volunteers for afternoon  
         hours also 

If anyone is interested in adopting a full family, a 
certain age/sex child, make a donation of items or  
monetary donation – Please call or text Vickie at  
618-615-1161.              Thank You!! 
 

Pastor Duncan will be gone the 
week of Nov. 29th through Dec. 6th.  
If you are in need of pastoral care 

those weeks you can contact Julie (618-301-
6561), Pr. Debra Rathert (618-318-2026) or 
Pr. Dennis Scoville (309-232-9150). 

Thank you to Willie & Lavern 
Bockhorn, Lil Sternberg, and Donna 
Woods for the beautiful quilts they 

worked on over the past year to donate to 
Lutheran World Relief.   

 
BLUE CHRISTMAS 

The hustle and bustle of the 
holidays are a wonderful 

time…for most people.  But for many people all 
of the busyness and expectations of this time a 
year are very hard.  Actually, depression 
problems increase during November and 
December.  Westminster Presbyterian in Sparta 
will be holding a Blue Christmas Service again 
this year on December 17th at 7pm in the chapel.  
If you or someone you know are struggling with 
grief, fear, depression, or if this is just a hard 
time of year for you, please consider attending 
this service. This service will help you 
acknowledge the birth of Christ while at the 
same time, acknowledge the heavy weight of 
sadness.  
 

THE LIVING LUTHERAN 
MAGAZINE -  In a continuing effort 
to cut our costs during this time of 
decreased giving to the church, at 
the suggestion of the Finance 

Committee, the Church Council has made the 
decision to cancel our subscription with 
Augsburg Fortress for 25 copies of “The Living 
Lutheran” magazine.  This subscription costs 
us $293.75 per year.  Presently, only two or 
three copies are being read; the balance go to 
recycling.  This is not a wise use of our 
resources. 
     If you do enjoy reading “The Living  
Lutheran” magazine, we will be happy to  
provide an individual subscription for you.  
The cost per individual subscription is $19.95 
per year; however Augsburg is currently 
offering the subscription for $12.75 per year.  
The deadline to receive this special offer is  
November 15, 2017.  If you would like to  
continue receiving a copy, please contact  
Carolyn Bert (618-534-8977) or Deb Prest in 
the Church Office as soon as possible to get 
the reduced rate. 
  

Project Renew, Refresh, and Restore 
This is a care giver support group 
which meets on the first and third 
Thursdays of the month at New 

Palestine United Methodist Church at 6:30pm. If you 
are interested please contact Lynn Schmierbach at 
618-713-5909 

 



Confirmation 

Confirmation classes will be on break 

from class for Thanksgiving and 

Advent Services and then will resume on 

January 3.  After the first of the year both 

classes of confirmation will meet at Peace, 

Steeleville. 

The Sunday School Christmas 
program 
 We will begin practicing 
the music for the Sunday School 

Christmas Eve Program on Nov 12th during 
Sunday School. It is very important that all 
the children who will be participating be at 
the rehearsals each week.  There is a lot to do 
and learn and of course it will be fun, fun, fun!  
Rehearsal will begin after Worship Service 
and be done at 11:15.  If any parents or adults 
would like to volunteer to help, please give 
Julie Posth a call.  Thanks  

 
Wednesday All Stars 
 We have 17 very energetic and 
exciting 4th, 5th and 6th graders this 

year.  Our focus this year is Spreading 
Kindness.  Watch for little signs of kindness 
around the church and neighborhood.  If you 
need to learn different ways of showing 
kindness, feel free to come see this great group 
of Stars! 
 November 15th will be family night, 
please don’t forget to let the church know if you 
will be attending. 
 We will not have WAS on Nov. 22 and 
Dec. 20 through Jan 3rd.  I hope everyone has 
a great Thanksgiving and wonderful Christmas 
Holiday! 

 
First Communion 
We will be holding our First 
Communion Class on Sunday, 
January 14th at 11:15AM. Any families 

who have children, who are interested in taking 
their first communion, please contact the office 
at 965-3119.  

First Communion weekend will be  
March 10th & 11th. Any children who are  
currently in the 4th grade or older are invited to 
participate. We will be sending invite postcard 
next month with more details. 
 

GIFT CARDS FUNDRAISER 
 

  
PEACE LUTHERAN YOUTH GROUP  
Enrollment Code: F36A916524222  

www.shopwithscrip.com  

Don’t forget to buy your gift cards before going 
shopping.  It’s the easiest way to do your shopping, 
and help the kids raise money to go to the Youth 
Gathering this summer in Houston.   
With each gift card you purchase the youth fund will 
receive a percentage, the amount varies by vendor.  
Some vendors give 2% and others give 10%.  But 
your card will be for 100%.   
There are 3 easy ways to place your order.   
1) There are lists of retailers on my bulletin board 
for you to take home and decide what you'd like to 
order.  Then just leave me a note with the cards you 
would like and a check for the amount you are 
purchasing and I will place the order for you.   
2) Simply log on to the shopwithscrip.com site, 
show Peace as your Organization, and follow the 
simple instructions.  You place your order on line,  
leave me a check for the cards you order and I will 
let you know when your cards are in. 
3) You do it all!  You place your order and pay on -
line for it.  The cards will go directly to your home. 
You can order actual gift cards, E-cards, and Load 
and Go cards!  Everything to meet your needs.  If 
you have any questions, please give me a call or 
contact the Scrip help number. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://shopwithscrip.com/


 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 


